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AssiSiant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C- 20231 

DECLARATION UNDER 37 CFJL § 1.131 

Sir' 

«, Site Htin, ***** MO* ComcWk, Al— *. MtaM 

declare that; 

I We are the c*ta™m»» of the above-itarifM application. 
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4. We had conceived and nrfuced to practice the claimed methods priorto February 13, 
J997, the earlier claimed priority^ of thefilmg of U.S. PaientNa 6,^7^ demonstrated 
by the attached copies of the FEMS Microbiology Letters reference ^v^^*. 
1997. transmitting the FEMS Microbiology manuscript for pe«J«^* 

5. We declare th B ral! statements made herein of our own knowledge and belief are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true, and further, that 
the statements are made with the knowledge that willful false statements are punishable by fine 
or imprisonment, or both, under section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such 
willful false statement, may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing 



thereon. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK 



Applicant: 



Silke Htf„. Brigine Sohling, Gerhard Gottechalk. and Alexander Steinbuchel 



SeriaJ No.: 09/380,773 



Art Unit: 



1652 



filed: 



For: 



September 3, 1 999 



Examiner; Y, pak 



■METHODS FOR BIOSYNTHESIS OF POLYESTERS 



M 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



DECLARATION UNDER 37 CF.R. § 1.131 



Sir: 



We, Silk* Hem. Brigtae S^ing, Gerhan) Go.Beh.lk. ml Ateaato Sttintaehd, ^ 

declare that: 

1. We are the co-inventors of the above-identified application. 

2. Claims 38-42, 44-61, and 64 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,1 1 7,658 to Dennis et al. C'Dennis"). Claims 38, 39. and 41-43 

rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over US. Patent No. 6,1 1 7,658 to 
Dennis et al. TDenniO. in view of U.S. Paten, No. 5,512,468 to Greener ("Greener"). 

3. The claims are drawn to methods for the preparation of a polyester. The methods . 
comprise culruring recombinant cells under conditions suitable for the production of the 
polyester, wherein the recombinant cells have been genetically engineered to express a 
.olyhydroxvaJkanoic acid synthase and a fatty acid:acyi-coen 2 yme A transferase protein under 
the control of a singJe promoter. 
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1-1 ted: September 3* 1999 
DECLARATION UNDER 37 CFJL § 1,132 

4. We had conceived and reduced ro practice the claimed methods prior to February 13, 
1997, the earlier claimed priority date of the filing of U.S. Patent No. 6,1 17,658, as demonstrated 
by the attached copies of the FEMS Microbiology Letters reference and letter, dated January 21, 

1 997. transmitting the FEMS Microbiology manuscript for peer review. 

5. We declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge and belief are true 
and that ail statements made on information and belief are believed to be true, and further, that 
the statements are made with the knowledge that willfiil false statements are punishable by fine 
or imprisonment, or both, under section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing 
thereon. 
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Alexander Steinbuchel 
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• IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Silke Hein, Brigitcc Sohling, Gerhard Gotuchalk, and Alexander Steinbuchel 
Serial No.: 09/380,773 Art Unit: 1652 

Filed: September 3. 1999 Examiner: Y. Pak 

For: "METHODS FOR BIOSYNTHESIS OF POLYESTERS " 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 2023 li 

DECLARATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.13 1 

Sir: / 

1 

Wv, Oilkc II™., B^illc SuMmi* fl»iU«J*ft- *"J Alexander Sidubuchd, hereby 

declare that: 

1. We arc the co-jpvemors of the above-identified application, 

2. Claims 38-42, fW-6 1 , and 64 were rejected under 35 U.S.C § 1 02(e) as being 

1 

anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6.1 17,658 to Dennis ct al. ("Dennis"). Claims 38, 39, and 41-43 
were rejected under 35 UiS.C. § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,1 1 7,658 to 
TViwii M *l ("Dennis"), io view of U.S. Patent No. S,512,/168 to Grwn.r ("GriMur"). 

3. The claims areidrawn to methods for the preparation of a polyester. The methods 

1 

comprise culturing recombinant cells under conditions suitable for the production of the 
polyester, wherein the recombinant cells have been genetically engineered to express a 
polyhydroxyalkanoic acid synthase and a fatty acid:acyl-cocn2yme A transferase protein under 
the control of a single propioter. 
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DECLARATION UNDER 3-7 C.F.R. § 1.132 

4. We bad conceived and reduced to practice the claimed methods prior to February 13, 
1997, the earlier claimed priority date of the filing of U.S. Patent No. 6 T 1 17,658, as demonstrated 
by the attached copies of Hhe FEMS Microbiology Letters reference and letter, dated January 21 , 
1997. transmitting the FEMS Microbiology manuscript for peer review. 

5. We declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge and belief are true 
and that all statements mi^e on information and belief are believed to be true, and further, that 

1 

i 

the statements are made with the Icnowledge that willful false statements are punishable by fine 
or imprisonment, or both,| under section 1001 of Title IS of the United States Code, and that such 
willful false statements m&y jecjpardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing 
thereon. 
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IN TOE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Silke Hein, Brigitte Sohling. Gerhard Gottschalk, and Alexander Steinbuchel 



Serial No.: 09/380,773 



Art Unit: 



1652 



Filed: 



Septembers, 1999 



Examiner: Y. Pak 



For: 



•METHODS FOR BIOSYNTHESIS OF POLYESTERS" 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



DECLARATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 



Sir: 



We, Silke Hein, Brigitte Sohling, Gerhard Gottschalk, and Alexander Steinbuchel, hereby 



declare that: 

1. We are the co-inventors of the above-identified application. 

2. Claims 38-42, 44-61, and 64 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,1 17,658 to Dennis et al. ("Dennis"). Claims 38, 39, and 41-43 
were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. PatentNo. 6,1 1 7,658 to 
Dennis et al. ("Dennis"), in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,512,468 to Greener ("Greener"). 

3. The claims are drawn to methods for the preparation of a polyester. The methods 

comprise culturing recombinant cells under conditions suitable for the production of the . 
polyester, wherein the recombinant cells have been genetically engineered to express a 
polyhydroxyalkanoic acid synthase and a fatty acidacyl-comyme A transferase protein under 



the control of a single promoter. 
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VSSX. 0973*0,773 
Filed: September 3, 1999 
DECLARATION UNDER 37 CFJL § 1.132 

4. We had conceived and reduced to practice the claimed methods prior to February 13, 
1997, the earlier claimed priority dare of the filing of U.S- Patent No. 6,1 17,658, as demonstrated 
by the attached copies of the FEMS Microbiology Letters reference and letter, dated January 21, 
1997. transmitting the FEMS Microbiology manuscript for peer review, 

5. We declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge and belief are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true, and further, that 
the statements are made with the knowledge that willful false statements are punishable by fine 
or imprisonment, or both, under section 1001 of Title 1 8 of the United States Code, and that such 
willful felse statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing 
thereon. 
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